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ARE YOU A PEN PAL? see pages 8-13 ! 




"MILK BOTUE SOLDIERS" Private Sparks' Private War 




"watch out fop HIS left/" 



HALL 




" NOW COWE5 THE PART OF 
THE ARMY I HATe/" 



515 WILL £E TOWN AS SOON AS- 
5HE THINKS SHE'5 MAPE YOU 
WAIT LON6 ENOLk=rH/" 




''HE'S PRETTY eOQP, EXCEPT FOR HIS HA51T OF 5AVIN6- 'BOOM'/" 








POUSHERTYS TOE NAME, FRIEND-- 'FIVE- 
SPOT' DOUGHERTY TO YOU! PUT 'ER 
THERE/ I COULDN'T HELP OVcRHEARIN' 
WHAT YOU WAS SAYIN' TO THE LITTLE 
FELLER ...AN' WHEN FIVE-SPOT 
DOUSHERTY SPOTS A SMART MAN, 
FIVE- SPOT DOUSHERTy AIN'T NEVER 
WRONG-! NOW, JUST HOW INTERESTED 
ARE YA IN GETTIN' INTO BUSINESS - 
AN' WHAT'S YER NAME? 



ANP NOT MUCH 
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£arly the follow/no day. .. \ 



GOSH , READY- AIONEY- 
DO YOU SUPPOSE MR. 
DOUGHERTY VJ AS RIGHT? 
yOU SAID HE CALLED OUR 
NEW PINER A GOING ENTER- 
PRISE—BUT IT LOOKS KIND, 
OF ALREAPY 
GONE TO ME.' 



HEH- HEH-ytANT 
JUPGE NOTHIN' 
FROM FIRST 
IMPRESSIONS, 
VGLY.'-C'MOH- 
LST'5 HAVE A 
LOOK^ilNSlPE.' 




OH, IT'S YOU j MERLIN--- I WELL, IF IT HAIN'T MY FRIEND 
UGLY AN' AAc JUST _X READ/- MONEY REILLY/ I 
BOUGHT THIS PLACE/ j THOUGHT I HEARD NOISES 
HEH--HEH/ WE'RE J WHILE I WAS PASSIN7 DID 
THE NEW OWNERS // Y'SAY YOU BOUGHT IT? yOU 

MEAN yOU PAID LIVE CASH MONEY 
FOR IT ? WHY, OL' AUNTIE BLUEBLOSSOM, 
WHAT USED TO OWN IT GIVE IT AWAY TO 
SOME TRAVELLIN" FELLER /SHE WAS 




---FOLKS WEREN'T 
NEVER COMIN' WAY 
OUT HERE FER 
THEIR EATS WHEN 
THEY CAN 
MAKE BETTER 
AT HOME/ 





I JUST BROKE 

A FINGERNAIL 

ON THIS CAKE, 

READY- MONEY 

— BUT I GOT 

A WONDERFUL 

DEA OUT OF IT: 



EVER/THIN ' HERE MUST 
BE REAL OLD SO WHY 
DON'T WE- — 







Cater the same day, at merlin 
amjll/ns' general store.., 



I RECKON I'D FERGIT 
ABOUT TURNIN' IT INTO, 
A FILLIN ' STATION , 
REApy-MONEY.' W£ 
GOT A RIGHT NICE 
PUMP N HERE IN TOWN / 
BESIDES, NOTHIN' 
MUCH GOESPAST- 
TKE 3LUE8LOSSOM 
DINER, 'CEPTIN' MULES - 
AN' WITH MULES, WHAT'S 
TO FILL? 



WILL YOU KNOCK off\ 

TELLIN' ME ABOUT YER 
FINGERNAIL? CAN'T yOU 
UNDERSTAND MERLIN AN^ 
ME'S GOT 




WENT TO A RIGHT SLICKBT-Y 
EATIN' PLACE,THAT THERE 
GIRL WAS ASINGIN' AN' A 
DANCIN" LIKE SHE WAS ON A 
HOT SKILLET/ AN' THEY HAD 
A LIVIN' ORCHESTRA, AN' 
FOLKS WAS GETTIN' UP 
RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF 

THEIR EATIN'/ r< 

TO DANCE, / THAT'S ITU 

AN'- - - y THAT'S WHAT'S 

GONNA DO IT 

FER US .'//THE 

ONE SURE THING 

THIS TOWN AIN'T GOTH 




WHAT"? HER ? 



A NIGHT CLUB, STUPID/ A 
GEN-U-WINE LIVING -IT- UP- TYPE 
NIGHT CLUB ///..- MERLIN, WE'LL 
TURN THAT BLOTCH-HEAP OF A 
DINER INTO A REAL SNAZZY 
GATHERING PLACE FER AFTER 
DARK ' 



I AIN'T EXACTLY SURE 
YOU'RE A-MAKIN'THE 
RIGHT DECISION, 
READY-A\ONEY/ FOLKS 
'POUND HERE AIN'T 
MUCH FER STAYIN' 
UP PAST THE CHICKENS/ 



BECAUSE THEY 
AIN'T NEVER 
HAP NOTHIN' 
TO AAAKE 'EM 
WANT TO 
STAY UP/ 
NOW, LET'S 
GO OUTSIDE 
FER A LOOK AT WHAT YA 
GOT AVAILABLE FER THE 
DECORATIONS.'.'.' 




A FEW WEEKS LATER 




BLAST IT YA 
BEEN LISTEN/N' 
TO THAT SAME 
RECORD FOR 
TWO WEEKS, 
MERLIN.' DON'TCHA 
KNOW THEM WORDS 
YET? 



AIN'T NOTHIN' ELSE 
FER PASSIN'THE 
TIME, READY-MONEY.' 
We DONE WORE 
OUT THE PLAYIN 
CARDS 



LITTLE WHILE LATER. . ■ . f 



MAN THE 

PSSSr.'!.' READY- KITCHEN , 

MONEY/ MR.MULUNS.' MERLIN.' <5ET 
I THINK SOA^EBODY'sy EVSRYTHIN' 
COMIN'.'/ L HEAR y-^COOKIN' AGAIN.' 

WHEELS.' j NOTELLIN' WHAT 

OUR FIRST CUSTOMER'S 
GONNA WANT.'... SET BACK 
OUTSIDE, UGLY^-AN' DON'T 

FORGET WHAT I TOLD 
YA TO SAY.' 



•Li 



ft **m 
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WELCOME 
TO REAOV- 
MONEV* 
REILLXS \ 
ROOST, 
FOLKS.' GO , 
RIGHT IN .' i 



kVAITIN 





About a half- hour later.. . 




FEW PAYS LATE/?... j 



HEY, MERLIN-- I'VE GOT 
IT LICKED' IT COME 
TO ME LAST NIGHT.' 
I GOT IT ALL FIGURED 
OUT WHAT TO DO WITH 
ME NON- PAYING NIGHT 
CLUB.' I'M GONNA - 



P^A go: 



I AIN'T ONE 
FER GOIN'BACK 
ON A FRIEND, 
READY-MONEY, 
BUT I'M RIGHT 
TUCKERED OUT 
FROM STAYIN'UP 
ALL THESE NIGHTS 
FER NO BUSINESS.' 
I SEEN THINKIN 1 I'M A 
N' TO HAFTA WITHDRAW 

ROM HELPIN' OUT. 
UESTCAINT... 



V 












YOU MEAN DISHIN' UP 
DAYTIME VITTLES IS 
A-GOIN TO GIT BACK 
YER INVESTMENT? 
I DUNNO--MOST 
FOLKS AROUND 
HERE JEST OPENS 
UP THEIR LUNCH- 
BOX=S WHEREVER 
THEY HAPPENS 
TO BE .'. 



\ '*# 



Sj 



AN' WHO PACKS 
THEA\ LUNCH 
. BOXES ? WHO 
HAS TO COOK 
'EM * WHO WRAPS 
'EM UP? THE 
WOMEN, THAT'S 
WHO.' IN BIG 
BUSINESS, MERUN, 
WHEN YA SAVE THE 
WOMEN FROM 
DOIN 1 EXTRA WORK. YA 
GOT 'm EATIN' OUTA YER 
HAND.' THAT THERE'S 

PSYCH OLO' 
GYJ / 



/ 



I DON'T RIGHTLY KNOW 
WHAT IT'S CALLED,BUT 
AUNTIE SLUEBLOSSOM'S 
THINKIN' RAN KINDA 
CLOSE TO THEM SAME 
LINES. ...AN 1 SHE WAS 
MIGHTY GLAD TO 



C'MON, MERLIN, 
WE'RE NEEDIN' 
YER EXPERT 
ADVICE.' UGLY'S 
OUT THERE NOW 
HANGIN' UP OUR 
NEW SIGN .' 



IT'S MY INVBNTIN' Y'GOT ME WORD.'/ AN 1 

I I BEEN NEGLECTIN' / WITH THE MONEY WELL 

. .. BUT IF YOU /BE MAKIN' NOW— HEH-H6H" 

PROMISE TO yOHV/ THING YOU'LL HAFTA 

CLOSE UP \C INVENT IS A SHORTER WALK 

REAL EARLY.. .i^>C_ TO THE BANK ' 



BE G1VIN' THAT 
DINER AWAY.' 



HELPIN' OUT IN 
THE DAYTIME'S 

NOT GONNA TIRE 
Y'OUT.' YOU'LL HAVE 
PLENTY O'TIME FER CATCHIN' | 
UP ON YER SLEEP.' 



i* 
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Soon, about a week later... 



OKAY, MERLIN— GRAB A 
TRAY AND GO THROUGH 
AGAIN SO'S UGLY CAN GET 
SOME MORE PRACTICE/ 




L BEEN GOIN' THROUGH 
EVERY PAY, READY- MONEY/ 
THE LI'L FELLER'S RISHT 
SLfCK WITH LAPLIN 1 OUT... 
AN' I. DONT THINK I CAN BAT 
ANY MORE PRUNES/ 




AUNTIE BLUE- 
BLOSSOM'S RICE 
PUDDIN' WEREN'T 
NEVER LIKE THAT, 
SONNY/ HERS 
USED TO FAIR . 
QUIVER ALL OVER 
THE DISH .' WHAT'S 
MATTER, MAW? GOT 
SOMETHIN' IN YER EYE 





THAT'S AUNTIE BLUE- 
S/.OSSOM'S OWN 
CAKE.' I WAS PASSIN ' 
THE TIME O'DAY WITH 
HER WHEN SHE BAKED IT/ 
I'D KNOW IT ANYWHERE / 
SNIFF - SNIFF — C'MON, 
PAW...X CANT EAT WHEN 
I GET ALL TEARFUI 




BUT I'M A-COMIN ' 
BACK FER A 
GOOD CRY OVER 
THE CAKE /AUNTIE 
BLUESLOSSOM 
WAS THAT 
SWEET.' 



DIDJA HEAR 
WHAT SHE 
SA/P, READY- 
MONEY? PIPJA1? 
SHE'S COMIN' 
SACK.' OH, I 
ArJJiY MY IDEA 



WAS - 



1%-i 



~ir 



fe> 



f/- 



I DON'T CARE WHAT 
YER IDEA WAS / I 
DON'T CARE WHAT 
NQBOPy'S IDEA 
WAS / I'VE HAP IT, 
YA HEAR ? Y'CAN TAKE 
THIS S«S?/SX... FLEA- 
BAG AN' DO ANYTHIN ' YA 
WANT WITH IT// 8UT IF 
I EVER GET THAT FIVE -SPOT 
DOUGHERTY... IF I EVER... 



DO YOU MEAN IT, READY- Y 
MONEY? I CAN REALLY J 
HAVE IT? OH, GOSH ... 4k 
THANKS/ I'LL GET 
BUSY FIXIN' IT UP RIGHT 
AWAY— -NOW, LET'S 
SEE. ..FIRST THING 
IS WHAT AM IGOIN' 
TO CALL XT'- 



S 
*'/'. 



„\ 
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A FEW PAYS LATER. . . f 



X TOLD XA THE 
LITTLE FELLER'S 
GOT A RIGHT 
SLICK HEAD.' 
COME AS A 
SURPRISE, 
DON'T IT* 



RIGHT ENTERPRISE ' 




THING OFSNIN' UP THIS 
HERE MUSEUM, EH, LUD? 
HUMBOLDT'S CHOCK 
FULL O' HISTORICAL 
RELICS.' WHY, GRAN'pAPPy 
WAS TELLIN' A1E ONLY 

T'OTHER DAY THAT WHEN J MU5EEYUA\S IS 
HE WAS A BOY- - J FER LOOKiN ' AN ' 
LEARN fN'-- NOT FER 
yJTOUCH/N 1 AN' SREAKIN'.' 



--AN' EFFEN 
I CATCH YA 
PUTTIN' ONE 
FfNGER ON 

ANYTHIN', I'M 
A-Mt ARCHING YA 
STRAIGHT HOME / 



OKAY- - LEMME \ WHY, THERE'S 
THROUGH- LEMA\E| THAT^4>M£ 
THROUGH. '.VILL J MAN AGAIN, 
YA? I GOTTA f/ PAW.' IT 
GZT INSIDE... ; SURE PONT 
LOOK TO ME 
LIKE HE EATS RIGHT.' 
HE'S A WORSE COLOR 
GREEN EVERY TIME 
SEE 'IM/ 



A' 



; i 
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THANK YOU, AVAM...THATS 
FORTY- Fl VE CENTS ... OH , 
HELLO, READY-MONEY, I'M 
AWFUL GLAD TO,.. GEE. 1 
IS SOMETHIN' THE MATTER? 
YOU DON'T HAVE TO PAY. 






Meanwhile" somewhere not far out of town. 



-—AND WHEN FIVE-SPOT DOUGHERTY SPOTS A 
MAN WITH BRAINS, FIVE- SPOT AIN'T NEVER 
WRONG/ NOW, IT JUST SO HAPPENS X 

GOT HERE 




"'Where is my husband?' that sounds 
like such a simple. everyday 
question, doesn't it? for three 
years, as mrs. richard blake, i 
had lived in no mcre than ashrcud 
of memory... among- what seemed 
to be no more than the ghosts 
of a\y family and friends... until, 
the day a strange soldier 
turned in at my gate, and asked, 
me if he had the right address... 





'J DON'T KNOW HOW- I 
MANAGED TO KEEP MY SENSES! 
I COULD FEEL NOTHING BUT 
A FRIGHTENING- COLD FROM THE 
WARMTH OF THE SUN ... 



WHAT IS / I-IM JOE BURCH, 

TH E \ MA'AM . . . DICK'S 
MESSAGE, ] ASKED ME TO TELL 
'PLEASE? J YOU — HE'S 
7> / STA"nCNED HERE 
AT CAMP HUMBOLDT 
NOW - HE ASKED ME 
TO TELL YOU — 
IT... IT'5 ALL OVER — 




"SO IT HAD FINALLY COME-' AS OUlETLy—AS 
PEAFENINSLY SHATTERING AS IF IT HAP 
SEEM A BOMB J X FORCE P MY UPS TO SHAPE 
MY NEXT ft'QRPS . . . 



"Dick sr/u. refused to see me. it made no 

SENSE. X FELT AS /P THE RAGGED EPGES OF My 
OWN MIND WERE BEGINNING -TO SUP AWAY. . . " 



oick asked you 

TO BRING ME THIS 
MESSAGE ? IVASNT 
HE ABLE TO COME 
HIA\SELF? IS HE ILL? 




"Inside the house, zwas grate- 
ful FOR THE COOL SHADOWS... 
GRATEFUL FOR THE WAY THE 
SOLDIER WAITED QUIETLY UNTIL 
Z FINALLY SPOKE..." 



"J FELT THE FIRM TOUCH OF 
HIS HAND ON MY ARM ..." 




PLEASE ... I DIDN'T WANT TO 
BRING yOU THIS /MESSAGE/ 
I'VE HAD TO CO A LOT OF 
THINGS £ PONT LIKE— BUT 
NOTHIN' EVER. AS TOUGH 
AS THIS.' 




DO YOU KNOW ONE OF THE 
VERY FIRST THINGS DICK 
EVER SAID TOME, PRIVATE ? 
HE SAID I REMINDED HIM OF 
TH£ MONTH OF /V\AY...WHEN 
EVERYTHING IS SO yOUNG 
AND SO ALIVE ... AND JUST 
WAKING UP. I WAS SEVENTEEN 
THEN... 




"J KNEW X HAD NO RIGHT TALKING TO THIS 
SOLDIER AS X WAS. HE HAP NO POSSIBLE 
REASON FOR WANTING TO KNOW HOW MUCH 
X LOVED PICK BLAKE ..." 




"JlND IN THE NEXT MOMENTS, I WASNT IN MY 
LIVING ROOM 'WITH A STRANGE YOUNG SOLDIER. 
X SAW DICK BLAKE, AS X FIRST REMEMBERED 

HUM ..." r 

i ' YOU'VE BEEN 

SITTING HERE AN AWFULLY, 
LONG TIME, SOLDIER/ 
WOULD yOU LIKE TO 
DANCE ? 




'And much later that same night... " 



1 ALMOST PIPN'T GO 
TO THAT PARTY TONIGHT, 
ELAINE- BUT NOW I'M 
GLAP I DID.' yOU'VE 
BEEN WONDERFUL LETTING 
ME TALK TO yOU THE 
WAY I HAVE... 




"jf DON'T KNOW WHAT MADE Ate TALK THIS WAY. 
UNLESS IT WAS THE SUDDEN FEELING THAT I'D 
KNOWN THIS BOY ALL MY LIFE... THAT HIS 
PROBLEMS WERE MINE. THEN VERY QUIETLY, I 
HEARD HIM SAY... 



"AND GONE WAS THE BITTER- EVEN ARROGANT- 
LONELY BOY > A MAN STOOD IN HIS PLACE.' I 
SMILED UP AT HIM, AND HE TOOK ME GENTLY 
INTO HIS ARMS ..." r_ -• ;> ■ > 




"Before the next week was cut, x had mads 
a decision, one that mom and pad didn't 
seem to understand. . . " 



J I LOVE DICK. )U 
MOTHER .' I 
COULDN'T EVER 
FEEL ABOUT ANOTHER 
A\AN THE WAY X FEEL 
ABOUT HIM.' YOU'VE 




"We were married, despite my parents' 
disapproval and then, the very pay after 
our wedding, pick's orders came through..: 



"AND WITH THE SWEET MEMORY OP HIS KISS ON 
MY LIPS, r WATCHED >:\Y HUSBAND GO OUT 
THROUGH CUR FRONT GATE. X WATCHED HIM FCR 
AS LONG AS T COULD SEE HIM ...HE NEVER 
LOOKED BACK... 





PLEASE CCN'TCOAIETO 
THE STATION WITH A"iE, 
ELAINE / X WANT TO 
REMEA'VBER YOU HERE.. 
HERE IN CUR LITTLE 
HOUSE .' 




■ 




...NOR HAVE I EVER 
HAD WORD FROM HIM 
SINCE .' NOT FOR THREE 
YEARS / NOT EVEN A 
LETTER.' NOTHING BUT 
HIS ALLOTA\ENT CHECKS, 
AND I HAVEN'T TOUCHED 
A PENNY OF THOSE/ 
THEY'RE ALL IN THE 
BANK .' 





WILL. YOU TELL HIM 'I'LL DO ANYTHING — 
ANYTHING — IF HE'LL ONLY COME BACK 
TO A\E 1 Z COVE HIM— NO AVATTER HOW 
HE FEELS A3CUT AtE .' BEG AW 

HUSBAND TO COMB HOME .'PLEASE/ 





"J WALKED AWAY FROM THAT BUNGAUOW FEEL - 
ING ALL KIND OF SICK AND EMPTY /NS/DE. Z'D 
JUST SEEM A WOMAN HUMBLE HERSELF LIKE 
I'D NEYER KNOWN ANYBODY COULD POJ" 



"... THEY WERE TWISTED AND BARREN AND DEAD 
.. . AND Z WAS BACK ON A NAKED ASOUNTAIN- 
SIDE IN KOREA —DUO IN WITH DICK BLAKE/ " 




"MY FOOTSTEPS ECHOED IN THE QUIET TREE- 
LINED STREET... ONLY, ALL OF A SUDDEN, THE 
TREES WEREN'T GREEN ASP FULL AND SW£ET-SMELUNG_ 




JUST BEFORE I GOT 
SHIPPED OVER HERE 
X MET THIS GIRL, SEE, 
AND- I GUESS I 
SHOULDN'T BE BCTHERIN' 
YOU WITH THIS, BUT 
YOU'RE THE ONLY ONE 
WHO'S BEEN A FRIEND 

TO N\E .' 



L WOULDN'T SAY 
THAT, DICK.' ALL 
THE FELLERS HAVE 
TfilED TO BE 
FRIENDLY- BUT 
YOU KEPT PUSHIN 1 
'EM AWAY.' 



S3 



#*z? 



IT'S THIS THING THAT'S ON /WY MIND.' LIVING 
WITH THIS AM STAKE I. MADE ISN'T EASY.' 
THIS GIRL Z MENTIONED- -I, MARRIED HER, 
JOE / THE DAY BEFORE Z. SHIPPED OUT.' 
THE WHOLE. THING WAS WRONG.' 
1 KNOW THAT NOW/—-* 



HOW DO YOU 

KNOW IT'S WRONG ? 





WE - SHE .'.-=■ SORT OF ALONE - AND SO WAS 
X. THAT'S WHAT BROUGHT US TOGETHER ... BUT 
NOW THAT WE BEEN OUT HERE SO LONG, I 
KNOW YOU'VE GOT TO HAVE MORE THAN THAT 
TO HANG A MARRIAGE ON .' WE WERE JUST 
KIDS GRABBING AT A MIXED-UP DREAM/ 



MAYBE I WON'T GST HOME/ IF THAT HAPPENS, 
JOE -AND THINGS GO OKAY FOR YOU-WOULD 
you TELL- ELAINE X KNEW HOW CRA2Y WE 
WERE ? WOULD YCU TELL HER ? IT WON'T BE 
TOO LATE FOR HER TO FIND 



SOMEBODY ELSE/ 



SURE, DICK- 
BUT YOU'LL 
MAKE IT ALL 
RIGHT/ AN' MAYBE 
WHEN YOU ^OGET 
HOME, YOU'LL 
CHANGE YOUR 
MIND. 




"AND THEN IT WAS LIKE D/CK WAS PLEADING 
WITH ME TO TRY AND UNDERSTAND... " 



I THOUGHT r HAD TO HAVE SOS'EBODV WAIT- 
/NG FOR /VIE, JOE/ ELAINE JUST HAPPENED 

ALONG... AND THE TWO OF US GOT CAUGHT UP 
IN ALL THE RAH-RAH STUFF OF LEAVIN' FOR. 
OVERSEAS' 



BUT IVE GROWN UP SINCE BEIN' OUT HERE.' 
I'M NOT A KID ANY MORE, AND THAT'S WHAT 
ELAINE AND I WERE/ SHE'S PROBABLY FOUND 
IT OUT BY NOW, TOO.' 




"And then, almost as if some sis invisible 
hand had wiped ail the noise away, z was 
sack /n that drowsy little town again, 
everything was gone except the memory 
of dick blake's words . . . 



"AS I REACHED THE BUS STATION AND HEARD 
THE BIG ENGINE STARTING UP, I KNEW WHAT 
X WAS GOING TO DO.'" 




"Back at camp, it dipn't take long to locate 
dick blake . . , 




' 1 jT WASN'T MUCH MORE THAN A WHISPER . . . 
ANP FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE I'D EVER 
KNOWN HIM, IT LOOKED LIKE PICK SLAKE WAS 
SOW TO CRY. X HELD MY GROUND... WAITING. 
FINALLY...' 



"Jt WAS A LONG SHOT. . . BUT L KNEW NOW IT 
HAD PAID OFF. 1 ■ 





"... ELAINE BLAKE'S HUSBAND WOULD BE COMING 
BACK TO CAMP.' L FELT REAL GOOD ABOUT ITJZ 
DECIDED TO GO FIND MULVANEY- -AND STAND 
HIM TO A BEER." f Ofc S*6 

21 




t?CR A LONG TIME NOW, SERGEANT MULVANEY 
HAD FIGURED HIS DAYS FOR HANDLING THE 
" RAW RECRUIT " WERE OVER . HE HAD A 
LONG AND IMPRESSIVE RECORD FOR TURN- 
ING THE CLUMSy, BUMBLING "ROOKIE" 
INTO THE SKILLFUL FIGHTING MACHINE 
THAT IS THE SOLDIER, BUT AS IN EVERY 
ORGANIZATION OF COMPARABLE SIZE 
AND STRENGTH, THE ARMY HAS ITS 
EMERGENCIES, TOO— A POINT WHICH, 
AS OUR STORY OPENS, THE COMMANDING 
OFFICER AT CAMP HUMBOLDT 15 
MAKING VERY CLEAR . . . 



...AND DUE TO THIS PRESSURE OF OTHER 
ASSIGNMENTS ON OUR PERSONNEL, I'M 
ASKING YOU TO TAKE OVER THE TRAINING 
OF THESE NEW ARRIVALS, SERGEANT.' IT 
MEANS STARTING FROM SCRATCH, BUT TM 
CONFIDENT THESE /WEN WILL BE IN 
^_ CAPABLE HANDS/ 



I APPRECIATE YER THINKIN' OF ME, COLONEL- 
BUT HANDLIN' ROOKIES IS A BIG RESPONSI- 
BILITY.' I DON'T THINK I'M QUALIFIED TO-- 



M 
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IT'S BECAUSE OF YOUR QUALIFICATIONS THAT I'M ASKING 
YOU TO UNDERTAKE THIS RESPONSIBILITY, SERGEANT — AND 
IT IS A BIG ONE.' MY RESPONSIBILITY IS TO SEE TO IT THAT 
THESE MEN BECOME SOLDIERS — IN EXACTLY THIRTEEN 
WEEKS.' IN EFFECT THEN, I'M ASKING YOU TO /MAKE MY 
RESPONSIBILITY YOURS! WILL YOU DO IT? OF COURSE, 
I COULP A'iAKE IT AN ORDER- BUT-- 
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*s*v 



% 



K 






Y' WON'T HAVE 
TO DO THAT, SIR.' 
COUNT ON ME 
FER DOIN' THE 
BEST I CAN 
FER YA .' I JUST 
WANTED YA TO 
KNOW IT'S BEEN A 
LONG TIME SINCE I 



IF YOU RE TRYING 
TO TELL ME THAT 
A MULVANEY 

EVER LOSES HIS 
TOUCH FOR 
ACHIEVING RE- 
SULTS- WE'RE 
WASTING TIME/ 
THANK YOU 



HANDLED ANY BASICS J FOR YOUR 
AN" -- ^/ CO-OPERA- 
•ICN, SERGEANT 
- -AND 4SOOP 
, MJCK! 



r 



SajSTL* 
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A KW PAYS LATER... ^ gftBnMn - /8n<seTTIMt 

ANV PANCY IPEAS ABOUT ME AS ATM' FER YA/ 
I DIDN'T.' I INHERITED YA,SEE ? AN' RIGHT 
NOW, YOU'RE NCTHIN' BUT A BUNCH O' 'MILK 
BOTTLE SOLDIERS," BUT BEFORE I'M FINISHED 
WITH XA, YOU'RE GONNA START LCOKIN' LIKE 
THE CREAM O' THE CROP, OR I'M GONNA 
KNOW WHY/ WE'LL GET ALONG OKAY IF-- 



— H£y.' STOP CROWDIN' 'ME /IT'S SAD 
ENOUGH BEIN' IN THE ARMY WITHOUT 
SOME GUY STEPPIN' ALL OVER >DUR FEET/ 




LET'S HEAR THKT AGAIN, 
SPARKS/ I BEEN WATCHIN 
YOU EVER SINCE YA CAME 
IN .' NOW, LET'S HAVE 
WHATCHA JUST SAID TO 
HIM LOUP AN' CLEAR- 
SO '5 EYERYBOPY 
CAN HEAR./ 



IF IT'S A FIGHT YOU WANT, 
JUST START SWflNGIN'... 




ARRIGHT- THAT'S BETTER/ TAKE 
IT FROM ME, THE ARMY'S GOT 
WAYS OF HANDLIN* GUyS LIKE YOU.' 
- -« 

NOW- STRAIGHTEN UP THAT LINE 
AN' GET YER STOMACHS OFF 
YER SHOES/ WE'RE GONNA 
FIND OUT IF YA CAN TELL YER 
LEFT FOOT FROM YER RIGHT/ 




At the obstacle COURSE, THE 

FOLLOW/NO PAY... 



I SEEN 1 GREASED I YOU SURE ) VA BETTER J KEEP YER 
P/GS DO'SETTER KEEP < LEARN TO \ HEAD UP, 

ON FLAGPOLES,' \ GETTIN' ] KEEP POWN / ) JACKSON — 

IN A\y / NEXT WEEK / BAR8EP WIRE'S 
BOTTLES « BEEN / WAY, SyOU'LL BE /REAL HEALTHY 
USIN 1 FER, \ COLLINS/ \DOIN' THIS 
MUSCLES — ) GOSH— UNDER LIVE 
G£E,mSORRY,)7'AP/OCA*/msORRY/ / //1/UMO-AH l h*n /■ 'W 



OUT, YOU GUyS/ THERE AIN'T A 

SELF-RESPECTIN' M OHKEX VVCULP ) WftT Y?^ I^L 1 -^ 
ADAMT TO KNOW/N.' YA.' THIS 
AIN'T HOP-SCOTCH .' r WANT 
■4CT/CW/ 





( JACKSON/.' 
\SPARKS.'.'! 




okay, you two - - you 

/i5AV;.V "Ex IT/ 





SO, OKAY- START LAUGHIN V y'AINT ) 
COMIN' 0^7* THERE 'TILL YA PO/ijJ 




A f&V DAYS LATER. AT THE RIFLE RANGE. . . 



...AN' THE RIFLE BOLT 1 5 TO Be KEPT 
OPEN AT ALL TIMES, UNTIL THE 
ORDER 15 GIVEN FOR FIRiN'.' AT ALL 
TIMES— \5 THAT CLEAR ? 

'yOU LISTENIN' TOA1E, 



C THAT SERGEANT 
THINKS HE'S REAL 
__ TOUGH .' 
fg X PROS'LY 
^§>AINT WORTH 
" r MUCH WITH 
„ A GLOVES v- 

Ak£on... -' 




&B 



WHAT'D ISAY,THEN?C'MON — JS 
LETS HAVE IT.' WORD FER 
INORD—WHAT'D I JUST SAY? M 




AVV,SOMETHIN' 
ABOUT KEEPIN' 
THE RIFLE BOLT 
OPEN ... 







SO IS THIS 
BOLT OPEN? 




SO THERE'S 
NO WAY OF 
TELLIN' IF 
THIS RIFLE'S 
LOAPEP 
OR NOT— 
IS THERE? 



SARGE — WHAT'RE 
YA DOIN' ? 
DON'T POINT 
THAT THING 
1 ATMEJWS 
lOfOSD! SURE, 
IT'S LOADS?!.'! 
p. it it DOWN!'! 




JUST LIKE I THOUGHT! FROM 
HERE ON . YOU MAKE IT *A 

YOUR BUSINESS TO KEEP 
THAT BOLT OPEN UNTIL FIRIN'/ 
THESE AIN'T BLASTEO CAr \_^A 

SURE -SURE 

THING, SARGE/ 

I'LL BBREAL 



PISTOLS YOU'RE 
PLAYIN' WITH.' 
. THEY'RE -- 




HOLD IT! HOLD THE FIRE 
ORDER! A MAN'S EEEN 





HONEST, SARGE— 
IT WAS AN 
ACCIPENT.'BUT 
AS FAR AS 
BEIN' CARELESS, 
THEY'RE NOT GONNA 
GET ME ON THAT RAP/Z 
SAy IT'S NEGLIGENCE ON 
THE PART OF THE SERGEANT 




Late that might. . . 



but EVERyecpy knows 

THAT SPARKS IS A BAD 
ACTOR, SARGE/ AN' THEY 
ALL HEARD yOU WARN 
HIM ABOUT THE RIFLE/ 



IT WAS AN ACCIDENT, 

JOE/ THERE'S NO , 

DOUBT ABOUT THAT / 

BUT I'M RESPONSIBLE, 

EVEN THOUGH SPARKS 

WAS CARE- 
LESS/ 




Meanwhile, at ho.... 



...AND WE MUST MAKE 
EVERY CONCEIVABLE EFFORT, 
COLONEL, TO KEEP THIS 
UNFORTUNATE ACCIDENT 
QUIET UNTIL WE KNOW 
ALL THE DETAILS/ 00 YOU 
HAVE ANy FURTHER 
WORD AS TO THE 
BOY'S CONDITION? 



WHAT ABOUT ) 7 SPARKS HAS JUST 
SPARKS* <=■ / ONE THING TO SAY 
WHAT'S HE Yl -AN' HE'S RIGHT' 
GOT TO SAY z Jn HE SAYS NON- 
COMS OUGHTA BE 
CAREFUL- AH 1 Z 
WASN'T/ I LOST «y TEMPER, 
BURCH— AN' THAT'S NO GOOD 
WITH TRAINEES / r DIDN'T GET 
THE SAFETy ANGLE ACROSS TO 
'EM.' I DON'T KNOW NOW t 
MUFFED IT, BUT I DID/ I 

TOLO THE COLONEL I 
v^Jl WASN'T RI6HT FER THE 
JOB.' 



*t 



r-^y 



__ s *«" S M 



H 



NO,SIR. THE MEDICS 
WONT"SAY anything 
MORE THAN 'CRITfCAL' 
— BUT TO BE PERFECTLY 
FRANK, I DIDN'T LIKE 
THE WAY THEY SAID 
EVEN THAT/ 



B 



7 



•vrc *' 



\=\ 



J/ 



'13' 

V 



H 



EXCUSE ME, SIR— SERGEANT 
AAULVANEy IS OUTSIDE.' HE 
REQUESTS PERMISSION 
TO SEE YOU AND THE 
GENERAL IMMEDIATELY/ 
HE SAYS IT'S URGENT/ 



And not much later . . . 



you REALIZE, SERGEANT, THAT ^ 

— DEPENDING ON CIRCUMSTANCES 

— YOUR STATEMENTS MAY NOW 

REQUIRE T 

PREFERMENT \ E DO SIR. ..AN' 
OF CHARGES? J I'M PREPARED 




A FEY/ DAYS LATER, WITH 
PRIVATE BLEVINS STILL 

HOVERING BETWEEN LIFE 

AND DEATH . . . 



'...AND! 



DO REALIZE THE POSITION 

YOU'RE IN, COLONEL-BUT 

ASA REPORTER,XV£GOT 

RESPONSIBILITIES, TOO! I : 

THE PUBUC HAS A RIGHT \ 

TO KNOW WHETHER CAMP .\ 

HUMBOLDT'S A SAFE PLACE 

FOR RECRUITS OR NOT/ !\ 

AND THAT'S WHAT I'VE / 

BEEN ORDERED TORINO 

OUT! NOV/- SUPPOSE WE \ 

START WITH THE 

FACTS OF THE CASE.../ 

EXACTLY AS THEy / 

HAPPENED/.,. * 





ANP THE NEXT MORNING, ACROSS THE 
FRONT PAGES OF THE NATION . . . 



Later, the same morning... \ 



THE FAT'S IN 
THE RRE NOW, COLONEL.' I'VE BEEN ON THE 
PHONE WITH THE PENTAGON NEARLY ALL 
MORNING... THERE'S A COMMITEE BBNG 
FORMED TO COME DOWN HERE AND - 



Meanwhile... f T 



GET YOUR AAORNIN' PAPER, SPARKS/ 
READ UP ON WHAT IT TAKES TC8E A SOLDIER / 
READ ALL ABOUT THE SERGEANT WHO'S WILLIN 1 TO 
TAKE THE RAP FOR A STUPID, CARELESS RECRUIT/ 




YOU BRAG ABOUT BEIN ' 
TOUGH / WELL, ANyONE 
CAN PUT ON A PAIR OF 
GLOVES IN THE RING/ BUT 
TRY DOIN ' WHAT THE 
SARGE IS GOIN' THROUGH.' 
NO— YOU'LL NEVER MAKE 
A SOLDIER, CAUSE YOU 
HAVEN'T GOT WHAT IT 
TAKES TO BE A HUMAN 
BEING/ 



&ac*athq... \ ^ Np n[ j Minutes later... 




expect you to have a 

DETAILED REPORT READY FOR 

THE COMMITTEE , COLONEL — 

A PULL TRANSCRIPT OF 

SERGEANT MULVANEy'S 

STATEMENTS 

TO BE INCLUDED/ ) EXCUSE A1E, 



THE FIRST 
HEARING 
IS SCHEDULED 
FOR-- 



SIR.' I 
GOTfA SEE \ 
yA ABOUT ) 

THE BLEVINS / 
SHOOTING/,--' 



3 



c\ 



MJ 



P 



...rr was 

AN ACCIDENT, HONEST/ X 
DON'T EVEN KNOW BLEVINS/ 
BUT I PIGURED I'D LET THE 
SARGE TAKE THE RAP/ BUT 
IT'S MY FAULT— I JUST 
DIDN'T LISTEN TO HIS 
INSTRUCTIONS 




Later, the same pay. . . 



HEY, SARGE- 1VEBEEN 
LOOKIN' ALL OVER FOR YOU.' 
MIGHTVE KNOWN YOU'D BE 
HERE/ DID YOU HEAR ASOUT 
SPARKS ? HE TOLD 'EM OVER 
AT HO THAT IT WAS ALL 
HIS FAULT/ HE'S CLEAREP 

YOU ALL THE WAY/ IS 
THAT NEWS 
OR NOT ? 





THERE'S A BIG DIFFER- 
I ENCE BETWEEN CLIAAB- 
IN 1 INTO A UNIFORM, 
'BURCH, AN' GETTIN' TO 
JEA SOLDIER— AN' 
I SPARKS JUST TOOK HIS 
FIRST BIG STEP AHEAD/ 
MAYBE HE'LL MAKE IT AN' 
"AWYBE HE WON'T/ AN IF HE 
DOESN'T, ONE THING IS CERTAIN- 
THE ARMY WCH'T BE TO BLAME, 
BUT BE- 
TWEEN 
i you AN' 
ME— I 
THINK 
^HEV/ILL 
MAKE 





HEY, BUPPY/ MEET MY 
SIPE-KICK, WILLIE/ HE WEARS 
A CRAZY SET OF FATIGUES... 
BUT HE'S eOT PIFFERENT 
t?UTY TO PULL/ 




mnnn 
H£c,nucl 



Ves, 0KM? r#£ £/<?/»/ is a 

side- kick of e.I.JOE'sf It's a 
new cowi'c magazine put out 
by Ziff-Pavis, # J. JOE'S 
publisher --your dusrantee 
that ifc will be wholesome -fun 
■for the whole family.' 



(merrtCKiri 





YOU'LL GET A 



' '' Olf*" 



WILLIE THE CLOWN.? 

LOOK FOR /T 0// NEWSSTANDS SOON/ 



